




.MONDAY...MOSTLY CLOUDY WITH SCATTERED SNOW SHOWERS. HIGHS IN THE 
MID 20S TO LOWER 30S. NORTH TO EAST WIND TO 15 MPH.  
.MONDAY NIGHT AND TUESDAY...MOSTLY CLOUDY WITH SCATTERED SNOW 
SHOWERS. LOWS IN THE MID 20S TO LOWER 30S EXCEPT IN THE UPPER 
TEENS TO MID 20S INLAND. HIGHS IN THE UPPER 20S TO MID 30S. 
NORTH TO EAST WIND 10 TO 25 MPH.  

TEMPERATURE / PRECIPITATION  

SEWARD 32 24 30 / 0 0 40  
GIRDWOOD 28 16 29 / 0 0 20  

 
Let us know if you see or hear of any avalanche activity. You can leave a message at 754-2369 or email us by going to our home page 
at avalanche.org. The next advisory will be on Wednesday, February 27th. 

  

Sunburst avalanche 2-23-08; Milliseconds after fracture 
initiation. The skier jumped off the rock outcrop above 
him and most likely triggered the avalanche when he 

landed. 
(photo by Peter Knape taken 2-23-08) 

Sunburst avalanche 2-23-08; This avalanche was 1/2 
mile wide with a crown face up to 10' deep. It ran 1500 
feet to the valley floor and 200 feet up the other side. 

(photo by Peter Knape taken 2-23-08) 
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Sunburst avalanche 2-23-08 looking up from the debis 
pile. Notice where it stepped down to deeper weak 

layers 
(photo by Lisa Portune taken 2-24-08) 

This avalanche on the NE face of Magnum was 
sympathetically triggered by the Sunburst avalanche on 
February 23, 2008. The crown face was approx.10-12 

feet. 
(photo by Lisa Portune taken 2-24-08)

Sunburst avalanche 2-23-08; Looking up at part of the 
bed surface. Notice where it stepped down to deeper 
weak layers. 
(photo by Lisa Portune taken 2-24-08) 

Sunburst avalanche 2-23-08; Looking down at the 
debris pile and sympathetic avalanche on Magnum. 
(photo by Lisa Portune taken 2-24-08)

Page 4 of 9Current Advisory

2/25/2008http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugach/glacier/advisory.html



  

Click here to see archived advisories 

 
If you have questions or feedback for the CNFAIC please e-mail cskustad@fs.fed , or call (907) 754-2346. 

  

General Weather of: February 24th, 2008 

 
Snow Condition and Snowmachining Use Status 

Sunburst avalanche 2-23-08; Looking up at the western 
half of the slide. 
(photo by Lisa Portune taken 2-24-08) 

Sunburst avalanche 2-23-08; Looking up at the eastern 
half of the slide. 
(photo by Lisa Portune taken 2-24-08)

Location Approximate new 
snow(inches)in past 
24 hours 

Temps F 
(24 hour 
trend) 

Direction @  
Winds (MPH) 

Approximate Total Snowpack 
(in) 

-Girwood Valley Base 0 18(-8)  0-5 inches 

-Twenty Mile/Placer 
Rivers 

0 14(-15) variable@0-5 0-5 inches 

-Mile 43 Peak 0 n/a n/a  
-Turnagain Pass 1000ft 
(Highway Elevation) 

0 10(-13) SW@5 60 inches 

-Turnagain Pass 1800ft 0 13(-9)  128 inches
-Turnagain Pass 3800ft 0 18(-1) n/a 

   

160 plus inches

Location Condition 
Twenty Mile River CLOSED

Page 5 of 9Current Advisory

2/25/2008http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugach/glacier/advisory.html



  

Comments: Snow History 2007-08 

OCTOBER TOTALS: 28" Snow/5.2" Water at 1800 feet in Turnagain Pass. Temps between 17-32 degrees all month at 3800'. 
 
November 1st- 25 plus inches in the alpine, strong winds, heavy loading on leeward slopes. Natural avalanche activity noted on
leward slopes. 
November 5th- Large skier-triggered avalanche North Side Tincan (Todd's Run) 
November 6th- Wide spread glide cracks observed between 1800 and 2800 feet.  
November 9th- 20-24 inches of snow above 2000 feet. 6 slab avalnches and 3 glide avalanches from high alpine starting zones 
on west, south, and east facing aspects. Very strong easterly winds, gust to 89 mph. 
November 11th+12th- 5 Glide Cracks avalanched at ~2700' on Eastern Aspects at Turnagain Pass 
November 16th - Another 12 glide avalanches on multiple aspects recorded.  
Novmber 16th-21st-Dozens of glide crack avalanches releasing on multiple aspects between ~1700' and ~2700'. Observations 
and reports of these avalanches have come in almost every day. 
Novmber 21st-approximately 20 inches of heavier snow fell on top of about 16 inches of light and dry powder creating an 
upside down cake. Numerous shooting cracks and collapses observed in Girdwood Valley on Tuesday November 20th. 
Novmber 23rd: 3.6 inches of water in 48 hours. freeze line went as high as 3200 feet. Center Ridge lost 19 inches of snow. 
123mph gusts on Sunburst 
November 26th: Numerous glide crack avalanches from G-wood to T-Pass in past 3 days. 
November 30: Glide crack avlanches still avalanche daily plus cracks appear to be forming as high as 3500 feet. 
November 30-December 1:SURFACE HOAR observed from parking lots up to ridge tops. 
NOVEMBER TOTALS: 117" Snow/13.9" Water at 1800 feet in Turnagain Pass. 
 
December 5: Skier reports falling into glide crack that had been bridged over with snow. No injury but difficult to get out. 
December 8: 10 inches new snow at top of Alyeska plus 15-30mph winds out of SE on Max's with gusts to 81mph 
December 11: Large glide crack avalanche reported at Pete's Creek. Other glide avalanches on southern aspects of Sunburst, 
and Cornbiscuit. 
December 15: Large SURFACE HOAR observed up to 4000 feet on all aspects. Three more glide avalanches observed on 
Sunnyside and south face  
of Pyramid. 
December 16: Surface hoar buried under thin wind buffed snow or destroyed in many places.  
December 18: Large feathery crystals (Surface hoar) observed on Seattle Ridge and around Gold Pan.  
December 21: 6-8 inches new snow. 
December 23: 2-5 inches new snow in Girdwood Valley, no new snow in Turnagain Pass. A weak layer of buried surface hoar 
and facets exists under 5-12 inches of new and windblown snow. 
December 24-26: 33 inches new snow/1.8 inches water in Turnagain Pass; winds averaging 40 mph with gusts to 96 out of NE 
on 12/24. 
December 26: Reports of Human-Triggered avalanches on Tincan, Sunburst and Magnum in past 48 hours 
December 26: All areas of the Chugach NF that are open to motorized use under the Forest Plan are open, except for Placer 
and Twentymile Drainages. 
December 26: Natural avalanche reported on Southern aspect of Magnum 2-3 feet deep at about 2700'. Numerous skier-
triggered avalanches at about 1500' an steep terrain in Girdwood Valley. 
December 29: Large skier triggered avalanche on NE aspect of Twin Peaks near ridgetop; 2 ft. crown face, long-running 
propagation pulled out entire drainage, skier carried 1500-2000 ft. almost to creek bottom. Skier fourth person down the slope, 
not buried but suffered broken leg. December 29: 2 skier triggered avalanches in Summit Lake area. 
DECEMBER TOTALS : 66"snow/5.3"of water at 1800 feet in Turnagain Pass 

January 6: No new snow and light winds in the last 5 days. Surface hoar formation. 
Janurary 9: 12 inches new snow at Center Rige in past 3 days.  
Janurary 9: Skier remotely triggered 8-10 inch deep slab avalanche on south side of Lipps. Multiple skier triggered and remote 
triggered avalanches on Tin Can. 10-12 inches of new snow sliding on Holiday storm snow. Another human-triggered 
avalanche on Silvertip. All avalanches between 3000-3500 feet on S, W, SW, and N aspects. The week layer is the buried 
surface hoar that formed January 1-5 
Janurary 12: Three human-triggered avalanches in Summit Lake area between 3000-3500'. They were about 12 inches deep and 
class 1 avalanches. 

Placer River CLOSED 
Turnagain Pass OPEN 
Johnson Pass OPEN 

Page 6 of 9Current Advisory

2/25/2008http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugach/glacier/advisory.html



January 13: Large human-triggered avalanche at about 4500' on Ragged Top. We don't have much info on this particular one. It 
sounds like the avalanche happened on third run down that slope. No injuries or burial reported. 
January 15th: Human-triggered avalanche on SW aspect at 1600' on Center Ridge. Crown face about 8-10 inches deep and 30 
feet wide. Buried surface hoar (middle layer) 
January 16th: Human-triggered avlanche (remotely triggered) near the Dome on Tincan. Most likely middle layer of buried 
surface hoar.  
January 18: Strong north easterly winds. Wind slabs on leeward aspects. 3 snowmachine triggered avalanches near Seattle 
Ridge. Probably middle layer of buried surface hoar. 
January 20: 20-35 mph winds out of ENE with gusts to 62 on Sunburst 
January 21: 1 small human-triggered and 1 small DOG-triggered avalanche in Girdwood Valley. Both avalanched on new wind 
slab/old snow interface. 
January 23: Natural cornice break reported on NW aspect of Tincan. Plumes observed on ridgetops. 43 mile peak winds 
averaged 50 mph with gusts to 95. 
January 24- 25: Several small human-triggered wind slab avalanches reported from Eddy's, Sunburst, Pete's South. Numerous 
natural and human triggered loose snow point release avalanches at Turnagain Pass. Plumes observed on ridgetops. Moderate
to strong winds observed last 3 days from all different directions. 
January 25: Several medium natural slab avalanches in adjacent east facing chutes near Summit Creek. 
Janurary 29: Found a quality 1 shear at 3600' SW aspect of Magnum 3 feet down on buried surface hoar. It was hard to get it to 
fracture (29th tap) in shovel compression test, but it was clean and fast. 
JANUARY TOTALS: 40" snow/2.5" water at 1800 feet in Turnagain Pass. So far this year 223" snow/21.7" water (last year at this 
time 270" snow/22.1" water.  

February 3: No new snow, light winds, and cold clear weather last 6 days. New surface hoar forming mostly at mid elevations. 
February 10: No new snow, cold clear weather last 13 days. SURFACE HOAR forming on all aspects and elevations. 
February 12: Eggshell crust observed from parking lot to ridgetop on Tincan. Probably formed from supercooled water 
droplets from clouds hanging in the valley. 
February 15: 2 snowmachiner fatalities in Stock Bowl above Seattle Creek drainage. We will follow up with more information. 
Large class 3-4 human-triggered avalanche reported on Western aspect of Magnum. Large snowmachine triggered avalanche 
in Skookum Valley. 40-50 inches of storm snow over the past couple days at Alyeska above 1000ft. 19 inches of storm snow/1.8
inches SWE in Turnagain Pass above 1000ft from Feb 11-15. Gale force winds out of the NE during the storm. Moderate natural 
avalanche activity.  
February 16: 17" new snow/1.3 inches SWE at Turnagain Pass with winds averaging 30-70mph gusts to 85 out of the ENE. 
February 18: CPG reports very large explosive-triggered avalanche in their snowcat area. Alyeska reports large avalanche off 
Headwall triggered by artillery. 
February 20: Large artillery triggered avy on Max's; Several very large natural and artillery-triggered avys along the Seward 
Highway south of Girdwood. 
February 21: Alyeska triggered a very large avalanche on the North Face that ran all the way to the flats near Winner Creek 
Trail. 
February 22: Storm totals for Feb 11-22...Turnagain Pass 7 feet snow with 10 inches SWE, Alyeska Top 11 feet snow with 12.3 
inches SWE. Chugach Powder Guides reported three post-control avalanches measuring 6-8 feet deep in the upper Winner 
Creek drainage. 
February 23:-Large skier triggered avalanche on SW face of Sunburst. This avalanche was ½ mile wide with a crown face up to 
10 feet deep. It ran 1500 feet to the valley floor and continued 200 feet up the north side of Magnum, sympathetically triggering 
another avalanche on Magnum’s NE face. The skier was buried 4 feet deep for 30-35 minutes and survived without any injuries. 
Alyeska triggered a very large avalanche on the Monies with artillery. The crown face was 20 feet deep. Another large skier 
triggered avalanche on the south face of the old ski hill by Summit Lake. This avalanche was 900-1000 feet wide, ran 900 feet to 
the valley bottom, and had a crown face 2-7 feet deep. A large natural avalanche was observed on an east aspect in the Placer 
River drainage running all the way to the valley floor. Remotely triggered avalanche on south face of Cornbiscuit near some 
rocks. This slide was approximately 100 feet wide with a 3 foot crown face and ran all the way to the valley bottom and up the 
north side of Lipps. 
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